55BW Mission Summary No. 47, 16 June 1944 (Cont'd).

1. General Summary. On 16 June 1944, from 0608 - 0615 hours, 153
B-24s of the 55th Bombardment Wing took off to bomb the LOBAU OIL
REFINERY near VIENNA. There were 19 early returns. Group assembly and
Wing rendezvous were accomplished at 0708 and 0724 hours respectively.
Fighter escort was met at LAKE BALATON.

At 1028 - 33 hours from 21,000 - 24,000 ft. 132 a/c dropped
258.75 tons of 250 and 500 1b. GP bombs. Results ranged from poor to
excellent. The 464th Bombardment Group bombing was excellent.

Flak encountered at target was IAH. MAH was observed at GYOR
and BRATISLAVA.

A total of 100 - 129 e/a were observed with approximately 75
encounters, some aggressive and some non-aggressive.

The Wing claims total 12 - 6 - 11. 2 a/c were lost. 6 B-24s
landed at friendly field, and 125 a/c landed at 1312 - 1340 hours.

Route flown approximately as briefed. Weather generally good.

2. 460th Bomb Group. On 16 June 1944, at 0615 hours, 39 scheduled
a/c took off to bomb the LOBAU OIL BLENDING PLANT at VIENNA.

The Group formed in two attacks units between ALTAMURA and
GRAVINA at 0710 hours as scheduled. Rendezvous with the 485th was
accomplished over ALTAMURA at 0713 hours and Wing rendezvous took
place over SPINAZZOLA at 0724 hours. Fighter escort, P-38s and P-51s,
contacted the formation at 0950 hours over LAKE BALATON, furnished
penetration and target cover.

There were six early returns.

The formation encountered strong forces of e/a over LAKE
BALATON at 0940 hours. There were about 25 ME-109s and FW-190s, 10 JU-
88s and 4 ME-210s or 410s. These e/a attacked aggressively and
continued their attacks until the bombers were over the target. The
e/a attacked singly, in pairs and in threes. Attacks were generally
centralized in two positions: (1) From 2 o'clock high, out of the sun
and (2) from 5 -7 o'clock low. Other attacks were made from 10, 11, 1,
and 3 o'clock. Practically all the attacks were aggressive. In one
instance three ME-109s attacked in trail from out of the sun and
closed to within twenty feet. A JU-88 stayed out of range at 10
o'clock and fired rockets at the formation. Our a/c fought off these
attacks successfully. claiming 3 e/a destroyed., 4 probably destroyed,
and two damaged.

IAH flak was encountered at the target. One of our a/c
suffered a direct hit from flak over the target and fire broke out in
its left wing tanks. The a/c exploded shortly after and fell to earth



in three pieces. Nine of the crew are believed to have bailed out
safely. The chute of the last man caught fire and collapsed. Other
flak was encountered as follows: BRATISLAVA, NIH; KOMARON, SAH; SIOFAK
A/D, SIH.

From 21,000’, 32 a/c dropped 62 - 1/8 tons of 250 1b. GP bombs
on the primary target at 1031 hours. One a/c failed to drop its bombs
on the target due to enemy fighter damage and jettisoned them at
4748N1800E. Four other a/c had rack malfunctions over the target and
did not drop their entire loads. A total of 15 bombs were not released
on the target. There was a good concentration in the underground
storage tank area and numerous hits on the RR sidings. Although
dockage area is obscured somewhat by smoke, a concentration in this
area can be noted. There was also hits in the area just north of the
dockage and south of the storage tank area.

30 a/c returned to the base with a mean landing time of 1312
hours. One a/c landed at VIS and one a/c landed at BARI.

Route was flown as follows: Left of course from base to Key
Pt. As briefed between Key Pt. and 4747N1753E. The next turn was made
south of TYNAVA and the bomb run not initiated at briefed IP, but
south of it so that the angle of attack was 265 degrees rather than
the briefed 224 degrees. The rally was 20 miles east of briefed rally
and the route back was east of briefed route. Weather: CAVU over
entire route.

3. 464th Bomb Group. On 16 June 1944, beginning at 0610B hours,
38 B-24 took off to bomb LOBAU OIL BLENDING PLANT, AUSTRIA. The 38 a/c
formed into two attack units.

Assembly was without incident, being thirty seconds early at
Wing rendezvous. Both the two Group and the Wing rendezvous
accomplished as briefed.

Rendezvous with fighter escort, consisting of 20/25 P-51 a/c
was effected at 0940B hours in the vicinity just south of LAKE
BALATON. Fighter cover from rendezvous on was continuous to and over
the target, and for withdrawal.

18 e/a, type JU-88, were observed, 12 of which were seen at
4648N 1748E and 6 of which were observed 20 miles past the target on
the route back. 16 e/a, type ME-410, were observed at 4640N1740E. 5
e/a, type FW-190, were observed in the vicinity of the target; 10 e/a,
type ME-110 were observed between 4759N1752E and the target. On 2
occasions, the ME-410s attacked, one attack being low from 2 o’clock,
line astern. The other attack was initiated from 3 o'clock level, then
swerved to 6 o'clock low, then swooping around and attacking again
from 5 o'clock level. These attacks were made from a line astern
formation.



One a/c, JU-33, was probably destroyed when 3 JU-83s attacked
one ship of the formation. Attack was pressed from between 4 o’clock
and 5 o’clock to within 600 yards.

Flak was encountered from IP to target. At IP it was MAH
increasing in intensity toward target to IAH.

32 a/c were over the target at 1028B hours. 32 a/c dropped
63.5 tons of 500 1lb. GP bombs. The target was well covered by smoke,
and several fires were observed. Good pattern close concentration
around aiming point.

Weather at target 2/10 - 3/10 cumulus tops 8,000 ft.
Visibility 10 - 15 miles. Enroute scattered alto cumulus 2/10 - 3/10
tops at 16,000 ft. Visibility 15 miles.

Return was made without incident. Route was flown as briefed.
30 a/c landed at 1340B hours. One a/c damaged by flak at target, crew
bailed out at 4320N1652E. 10 chutes were seen to open. One a/c landed
at BARI. One a/c landed at VIS; crew has returned to base with no
injuries.

4. 465th Bomb Group. On 16 June 1944 37 aircraft took off at 0610
hours to bomb the LOBAU OIL BLENDING PLANT at VIENNA.

The group assembled over ANDRIA at 0708 hours at 8,000 ft. and
made Wing rendezvous over SPINAZZOLA at 0722 hours at 8,000 ft. Escort
of P-51s, P-47s and P-38s of the 306th Wing joined the formation at
LAKE BALATON at 22,500 ft. Coverage was spotty until 1035 when the
last escort was seen just off the target at 22,500 ft. The escort was
elsewhere when the fighters attacked the formation.

There were 3 early returns.

20 - 30 enemy aircraft were observed in the area from LAKE
BALATON to the target and off the target. 20 of these were TE fighters
including ME-110s, 210s, 410s, JU-88s. 10 of these were single engine
fighters including ME-109s and JU-87s. There were approximately 20
encounters, singly, pairs, and in threes from all positions of the
clock but mostly to the nose. Attacks were generally non-aggressive in
wide sweeping curves around the ship and into the nose, waist, and
tail. TE ships were observed to be firing rockets which were very
effective and destructive. The TE ships were generally reported to be
dark in color, usually black or blue-gray. Some ME-110s were observed
with 2 white stripes and black stripe in between located between
engine and wing tins. Claims: 1 ME-109, 1 JU-88, 1 JU-88 or 210
destroyed; 1 JU-88, 2 ME-110s, 2-ME-210s damaged. The attacks lasted
from 0940 to 1040.

34 aircraft went over the target at 1028 hours at 22,000 ft.
34 a/c dropped 66 3/4 tons of 500 1lb GP (clustered) bombs with .1 nose



and mixed .01 and .025 tail fuses. Bomb strike photos indicated no
strikes in the target area; pattern was observed 4000 yards North and
12,000 ft. NE of the target.

Weather enroute: 4/10s coverage enroute in patches from 6,000
to 10,000 ft. 2/10s coverage over target; Visibility 25 miles; hazy.

Intense accurate heavy flak was encountered over the target.
It was both barrage and predicted fire. Scant Accurate Heavy flak was
encountered at DONNERSKIRCHEN at 0858, Scant Inaccurate flak was
encountered near RECICE. North of CZELLDOMOLK Scant Inaccurate Heavy
flak was encountered. MAH flak was encountered at GYOR. A new type of
flak was encountered with a very large coverage and bursts of red and
white flame. Red flares were shot up at the time that flak ceased, to
call in the fighters.

34 a/c landed at 1320 mean landing time.
Route wis flown as briefed.

5. 485th Bomb Group. On 16 June 1944 at 0608 hours, 39 B-24 a/c took
off to bomb LORAU OIL REFINERY (Primary Teret).

Assembly was over ALTAMURA at 9,000 ft. The formation at
assembly was good.

Rendezvous with the 460th Group was effected at 10,000 ft. at
0724 hours, over SPINAZZOLA. Rendezvous was good.

Rendezvous with fighter escort, which consisted of P-38s, P-
47s and P-51s was effected between 0930 and 0933 hours in the LAKE
BALATON area. Fighters provided cover over the target and on return,
to a point just beyond the LAKE BALATON area.

Five a/c returned prior to bombing.

Between 30 and 40 s/e e/a fighters, mostly ME-109s and 14 twin
engine fighters were seen in the target arca. These e/a attacked both
waves of the formation. They pressed their attacks vigorously, mostly
against the second wave. The first wave had 11 e/a start in from 11
o'clock but they did not attack as they were intercepted by P-38s.
There were approximately 38 passes made by e/a in both waves, mostly
from 6 o’clock, slightly low. None of our a/c were shot down by e/a or
by flak. Two of our a/c landed at VIS after their ship had been
damaged by enemy flak incurred over the target. Gunners claim: 5 ME-
109s destroyed; 2 probables, and 4 damaged. Markings of e/a observed
as follows: ME-109s, silver with black crosses; red, white and green
triangle on ME-110, and ME-109s with red and yellow wing tips.

Flak was IAH at target and was also pinpointed as follows! MAH
at 4328N1705E. MAH at 4745N1740E, near GYOR. at MAKARSKA, slight,



light and inaccurate. Flak at target appeared to be a predicted
barrage.

Thirty four a/c were over the target arca at 1033 hours
(target time 1025 hours). Thirty four a/c dropped 66.375 tons of 250
1b GP bombs (.1 Nose and mixed .01 & .025 Tail fusing) at 23,000’".
The target was covered by a dense smoke. The bombardier had to
synchronize on smoke, which was drifting. The second wave encountered
the same trouble. Bombs were seen to strike into the smoke.

There was 3/10 cumulus at 12,000’, visibility 15 to 20 miles
over target. The route was CAVU with a slight haze. Wind at bombing
altitude was 350 degrees, 30 K - 6 degree left drift.

The route was flown as prescribed with the following
exceptions; On leaving the target the course was slightly to the left
and at the turning point, the course was also to the left, making
landfall at the Keey Point.

DISTRIBUTION:
1 cy ea CG, AC of S, A-3, Fifteenth AF.
cys AC of S, A-2, Fifteenth AF.
cy 28th SCU, Fifteenth AF.
cy PRO, Fifteenth AF.
cy ea CO, AC of S A-2, 5th, 47th, 49th, 304th Bomb Wings.
cy CO, 306th Fighter Wing.
cy ea CO, AC of S, A-1, A-2, A-3, 55th Bomb wing.
cy ea Bombdr O, PI, PRO, Stat, 55th Bomb Wing.
cy ea CO, S-3, ea Gp, 55th Bomb Wing.
cys S-2, ea Gp, 55th Bomb Wing.
cy CG, IITI Bomber Command.
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