HEADQUARTERS 55TH BOMBARDMENT WING (Hv)
APO 520 US ARMY

15 July 1944
INTELLIGENCE ANNEX NO. 126 )
TO OPERATIONS ORDER NO. 126 )
This is Plan A.

Maps: GSGS No. 4072 EUROPE Air (GRAZ) 1:500000

Target Chart No. 14-14A-NA (WIENER NEUDORF A/C Factory)

Briefing Chart No. 14-14A-NA (WIENER NEUDORF A/C Factory)

Target Perspective No. 3(f)44 (WIENER NEUDORF)

Illustration No. 3(f)44/1,2,3,4

Photograph 15SG/372/3PG/12 Anr 44

Photographs No. 3037,3038,3039,4038, 5010, 15SG/323/3PG/15 Mar 44
Target Chart No. 14-23-NA (VIENNA) (lst Alternate Target)

Target Chart No. 14-16-NA (GRAZ FLUGLOTORIERKE OSTMARK) (2nd Alternate
Targets;

GRAZ/NEUDORF at K/L-7/8, GRAZ/PUNTICAN at B/15,16)

1. ENEMY SITUATION
a. FLAK

(1) NEUDORF a/c engine factory is located within the
WIENER NEUSTADT area, which is heavily defended by flak. Target is
located at extreme West of defense, exposing formation to minimum
number of heavy guns, IAH was encountered when this target was
attacked on 30 May 1944.

(2) VIENA (1lst Alternate Target). Intense flak,
Accurate if weather condition is favorable, will be encountered.

(3) GRAZ NEUDORF and GRAZ PUNTIGAN (2nd Alternate
Targets) lie within flak defense of GRAZ, consisting of total of 23
heavy guns; E Section Map No. 1633, 10 June 1944 pinpoints positions.
M-I flak, Accurate if weather is favorable, is to be expected.

b. ENEMY AIRCRAFT. Intelligence Annex Fifteenth Air Force
estimates that no substantial opposition is expected until formations
are well North of LAKE BALATON. From there to targets scale of enemy
effort against all Wings operating in area is estimated at 125 TEF and
125-150 SEF. Because attacks will be made on dispersed targets, one of
which is in VIENNA, this enemy fighter strength will be dispersed
among the several forces attacking, with less opportunity of
concentrating upon any one Wing. On return route it is possible that
10-15 sorties, directed against stragglers, may be made by enemy
fighters East of ZAGREB.



c. SIGNIFICANCE OF TARGET. This a/c engine factory is
believed to be producing DB 603 aero engine, for which enemy has
critical need. Destruction of target will further reduce operational
strength of Luftwaffe.

2. FRIENDLY SITUNTION.
a. Coordination of attack:

(1) 5th Wing, 6 Groups, attacks VIENNA WINTERHAVEN O/S.
(2) 49th Wing, 3 Groups, attacks WIENER NEUDORF a/c
engine factory.

(3) 304th Wing, 4 Groups, frags WIENER NEUDORF A/D.

(4) 47th Wing stands down.

b. 306th Fighter Wing, 7 Groups, will provide penetration,
target, and withdrawal cover for bombers.

c. Essential Elements of Information: As cited in
Intelligence Annex No. 125, 14 July 1944.

d. Escape Intelligence Officer will brief on Escape,
including data from latest sources

c. PHOTO INTELLIGENCE

(1) Normal effort of ten type K-3B; K-17, K-22 a/c
cameras will be carried. Six cameras will have twelve inch cones, one
will have a six inch cone, and the remaining cameras will have twenty-
four inch cones. The camera with the six inch cone will be operated at
a four second interval and all others will be operated at a two second
interval.

(2) Exposure conditions are expected to be normal with a
few cloud shadows. A ground haze requiring a red filter is to be
expected.

(3) The Photographic Officer will brief all cameramen in
conjunction with the briefing of the aerial gunners to insure
successful operation of all cameras. Particular attention will be
given to bombs away photographs.

(4) Information for the strike assessment report will be
found on the attached annotated target chart. Particular attention
will be given to buildings 4, 7, 8, and 9, which are machine shops and
building 5 which is an assembly shop. Direct hits are more important
than very near misses due to the reinforced concrete framing of the
more important installations.

(5) Sufficient negatives will be printed to insure
maximum photographic coverage as the bomb pattern develops. At least
one bombs away photograph will be printed from each successful camera.



By order of Colonel ACHESON:

DONALD W. RIDDLE,
Major, AC,
A-2.

DISTRIBUTION:
1 cy ea CG, A-2 Duty 0, Fifteenth AF.
1 cy CG, 306th Fighter Wing.
1 cy on CO, A-2, A-3, PI, 55th Bomb Wing.
2 cys ea Gp, 55th Bomb Wing.



